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5. LENGTH OF OBSERVA TION 33. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 


Qbse ryer sighted what appeared to be an alumin i-color 
round, flat disc. It kh was thick in the center tape 
thin edges. It was seen in the East moving to the Nii 
than a jet. It left a very thin dark trail which 
Munediately, The object reflected the sun's rays and it 


"ared to have many projections from it. It followed a 
straight course and it seemed to be rotating, 


19, PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 


D 
| 


HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 


OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 


REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 


FLYING DISCS 


CHARACTER 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


. _ ROBERT Z. SCHELLHOUS 
| REPORT MADE AT mL 
DO 718 
PERIOD o UE EE E 
—— S. lay 1910. E 
OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
— S T WEE 
STATUS 
CLOSED 


REFERENC 


m 


SYNOPSIS 


This investigation was requested by Headquarters, 0 


Three witnesses were interviewed; Mr. 
Ur aM RNNNAMAMCN and vr. guana. Ali 
28reed that they had seen an object which resemblad a 
dise, flying a northwest course at a high altitude 
over Glendals, California, on 8 April 1949, at approxi- 
mately 1400 hours, 


skies were cloudless, 


—titr, Headguarters, OSI, dated 20 May 1949, File 24-185, 


3I 


Sie 


Visibility was excellent and the 


No military or civilian aircraft 


were schedulad in the vicinity and military units and 

civilian research organizations reported that no serial 
testing devices had been released at the time that tha 
aerial object, described as a disc, was observed, 
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lane and addross of observer o. "PENES o5 12225, 


J - 
Loa angeles, Calif, 
Ë a Los Ane 
1 lad f. 


eles, C 


LA $inta4lli-unm ] thorantor gf E e 


ae Gonsidered highly reliable, above averays intelli sence 
2» Considered reliable 


wi a colored tractcr driver employed by 
zales Olty Park and Recreation Department was interviewed on 25 Uay laf. 
12 to with that miven by 


, 
the Los Ang 
Tagormation provided WFSEMKiyreced in almost all respecta 
ive emer eme Oo was seated on a bench next to a small tool shed and wes 
approximately cne-nalf aile forth of the position cccupisd b; when he 
witnessed the ight at 4x Object’ described as a "Zlying disc. declared 
iat he Saw no trail fron the object whatsoover, ami to him the object appeared to be 
gina comer clockwise direction. Color, gize, suape, alti tuie, direction 
zu of time of clseryance all agreed with the statemnis iven L. - 
tilii oas been employed by the Los Angeles City Park and Recroasion Department for 
avout two and a bal? years since ois discharges fron the Army ani is considered to be 
is uninpaired and he sade nis observations with the 


poliable employee. Hs vision 
š limited education, but he was very sincere in his manner 


a 
naxed RPM, 
"nile $e o£ the object. 
Ur a Hescican ros MN Watis, Calif. 
iso an employee or the Los Angules City Park ard Necrsation Dect. was intorvicued 
May 1919 regarding his observance of the object described 25 a "flying disc.” 
whese positicn was near that o” SRA ocio axnro of the object «non 
he saw coking up and followed SANAE aze to the opjoct, SPa story 
ag with the others ip regard to altitude, directicn, size, shape and speed. out 
stated that the object appeared to him to be tuming over and over, in the 
gane manner that a coin would which Lad teen Flipped into the air. He also denied 
seeing any projections of any sort on the surface of the objects is a laborer 
^o cas had no formal education. Je has been emloyed 27 “he City o? Les Angeles "or 
nx coriíod of ‘ime, and 13 considered 5o Ja 1 Steady, avemahbla mployeen, iis cO- 
ions Y" made With Me naked oye 


Gote kei 
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Date of Observation ;* April 1219 D&te of Interview 25 lay 1 
Exact Time (local) po 


Place of Observation 


Los Angeles, Calif. 312 — O8! North 1159 191 vest 
Position of observer Ground 


"ih attracted attention t bject ED 
ihat attracted attention to object Watehing Plane in Sky 
Number of objects one 

1/2 of 20 cent pisce at amas longth 


Color of object Aluminum (object glistened and snimsorod in sun rays 


iound flat (Disc). thick in center tapering to thin edge 
Altitude 10-759 n tion 


Direction fro "ea mv 
Lrection Iron oosorver ` 
x cast 


from observar 
Direction of flight of ebject(s) HN boa 
Tims in sight 30 seconds 


Speed Paster than jet (covered 1609 in 35 seconds) 


and odor none 


Very thin dark trail which dissipated immediately 
saw no trail 
rez suns rays 


uninosity 


Projections 


Appeared to have between ly, vertical projections on upper side of diss 


Elmas on conso nin 0270977 To GMP object ioceared to be rotating 


lity unlimited 


s 


DETAILS: UNCLASSIT =O 


1, This investigation was requested by Headquarters, OSI, by letter 
Gated 20 May 1949, in which it was stated that certain Department of Racre- 
ation employees had reported seeing an object which resembled a disc in the 


ley 
SKY. 


AI LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
— UALASURNIA 


2, Mr. interviswed on 25 May 
1949, provided the following information regarding bis observanes of what 
was believed to have been the "flying discs": 


ae Data of observance: 8 April 1949 
b. Exact local time: Unknown; approximate time: 1400 hours, 


€. Place of observation: North latitude’ 34° OB! West longitude 
1189 1g: 


Position of observer: Standing on a hillside to the west of 
Griffith Park Drive as it winds through Griffith Park, There 
are hilla that rise about 150 feet on both sides of the road 
Limiting horizontal visibility in any direction. 


eyes were aturactad skyward by a small civilian 
aircraft (presumably a Piper Cub from nearby Grand Central 
Airport) which was diving low over the park. 


High above the aircraft which first arrested DE JARNETT's 
attention, he observed a round flat metallic object heading 
into the northwest, 

Ihe object seemed to be flying at a great height and appeared 
to be about half the size of a 10% coin when it is held at 
rn!s length, 


Its color was that of unpainted aluminum and it glistened and 


hiamered in the rays of the sun. 


Shave of object was round and flat; thick in the center and 
tapering to a thin edge at the circumference, like a convex 
ləns in a magnifying glass, 


‘Then observed, the object was very high in the sky, estimated 
at about 76° to 75° above the horizon. 


and was observed as it 
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n. Speed was estimated as slightly faster than that of a jet 
plane and it covered a 1609 arc in approximately 35 seconds. 


o. Sound and odor: none noted, 


p. Distance from observer: Ssemed to be flying a ccurse which 
would be dirsctly over the town of Glendale, California. 
Its course would be on an approximate line from San Diego 
to San Francisco, 


q, Trail: t seemed to leave a very thin dark trail which dis- 
sipated almost immediately. 


r. Lurinosity: nt metallic color, reflecting sun's rays; 
gave off no light of its own. 


3, Projections: Seemed to have between one and four vertical 
tube-like projections on the upper side of the disc, 


t. Maneuvers: None; it flew a straight course. 


u, Manner of disappearance: Lost to view over northwest rim of 
valley in which observer was standing. 


v. Effect on clouds: No clouds, Day was clear and sky was 


cloudless, 
w, Additional information concerning objact: The manner in which 
the o5ject plittered lead the observer to believe that it was 


rotating, although the direction of rotation was not clear, 


x. The day was bright and visibility in all directions was es- 
pecially good, The sky was clear of clouds and haze, 


yr SRI ora ly wears classes but stated he was not wearing them at 
the time he observed this object. He has been employed by the City of Los 
Angeles for over eignt years and is considered to be highly reliable. He 
apparently possesses above-average intelligence and seemed earnest and sincere 
regarding his observations. 

ye? 3, ie eke Lak aA a colored tractor 
driver employed by the Los Angeles City Park and Recreation Department was 


interviewed on 25 May 1949. Informati rovided by4MMlWüllp 7 5ed in almost 
1l respects with that given linia, e+ was seated on a 
hanch naxt to a small zool shed and vas approximately cne=nal? Lə north or 

sition occupied meqo dha - he witnessed the riiz the object 
ed as a "fj z from the 
hatsoever, and to him the o! 
n. Color, si 


ftl AGC rm 
wNCLASS} Pu 


f so, ut two and-a-half years since his discharge from the Army and is considersd 


| 


to ba a reliable employse,' His vision is unimpaired and he made his obser- 
vations with the naked eye, SUNNMN has a limited education but he was very 
sincere in his manner while telling of the object, 


Lo mI, `l can Laborer, 105985998 eesti , 


Watts, California also an employee of the Los Angeles City Park ana Recreation 
Department was interviewed on 25 May 1949 regarding his observancs of the object 
described as a "flying disc." , Whose position was near that of 

became aware of the object when Saw "NE Looking up and followed 

gaze to the object. Ln story agreed with the others in regard to alti- 
tude, direction, sizə, shape and speed, but stated that the object 
Appearsd to him to be turning over and over, the same manner that a coin 

would which had been flipped into the air. He also denied seeing any projsctions 


of sort on the surface of the object. eer | a laborer who has had no 
fo: education. He has been employed by the City of Los Angeles for a long 
period of time and is considered to be a steady, dependable employee, nis ob- 
EE ions were made with the naked eys, 


5, General information: ‘eather information of 8 April 1949 revealed 
ies were cloudless and visibility unlimited; winds aloft at 10,000 faet 
2: ae at 25 knots, A check of commercial, private and military air- 

t flying in the vicinity, failed to indicate that any aircraft had been fly- 
t nées over Glendale, at or near 1400 hours on Š April 1949. Checks with 
cal military units, with the California Institute of Technology and the Uni- 
sity of Southern Califomia, failed to reveal the operation or release of any 
stiri g device in tha area, 


CLOSED 


